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Message from the Principal
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
On behalf of the entire staff of St. Lawrence school, I wish to extend
best wishes for a healthy and prosperous New Year to all members
of our Catholic school community. I hope that the holiday season
was truly a blessed and peaceful one spent with family and friends.
May we continue to ask God for his guidance as we embark on a new year filled
with renewed promise and hope.
THE EPIPHANY
This week, we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany. It is during the Epiphany when
we remember the coming of the wise men who brought gifts to the Christ child and
in doing so, revealed Jesus to the world as Lord King and Saviour. We now enter
the liturgical season of Ordinary Time.

Bulletin Board
A Prayer for the
New Year
Loving God, you
give us this new
year and good
friends with whom
to share.
Bless all who pray
and work and
learn together,
and grant a happy
year to all the
world. We ask
this through
Christ our Lord.
Amen

THANK YOU!

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the school
communities of St. Joachim, St. Ann of Ancaster, St. Anthony Daniel, St. Thomas Moore, and Cathedral who supported our Christmas charity campaign. I would also like to
acknowledge our Catholic School Council and the staff of
the Father Kyran Kennedy Catholic Education Centre who
donated gift items for our community. To the outside organizations and local business who were part of this effort,
we say thank you as well. Our Lights of Hope campaign
was once again a huge success. A special thank you goes
out to Mrs. Capozza, Mrs. Kokoski and Mrs. Ferracuti for
all of their hard work and dedication in coordinating the collection and distribution of gifts.
Memorial Mass and Christmas Tree Lighting
Congratulations to our choir who sang at the Memorial
Mass on December 17th. Following the mass, the choir
and parishioners took part in a very moving ceremony
where the community Christmas tree was lit.

St. Lawrence Parish
Pastor: Father Jay
Masses: Sat 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Phone: 905-522-9828
Fax: 905-522-9833
Cathedral High School
Principal: Mr. M. Daly

Phone: 905-522-3581
Fax: 905-522-7011
“A proud feeder school of
Cathedral High School”

Important Dates
School Mass:
January 7th
Grade 8 Orientation
Day at Cathedral
Secondary School:
January 25th
Snuggle Up and Read
Day:
January 28th
PA Day:
January 29th
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Winter Safety
Throughout the winter
months, we continue to remind students not to throw
snow as a way of promoting
safe winter time play outside. Throwing snow could
potentially lead to possible
injuries. Please reaffirm our
message with your child that
snow should not be thrown
in the air at any time.

PEANUT
ALLERGIES
A reminder that
within our school
community there
are several students and staff
who have potentially lifethreatening allergies
(anaphylaxis) to foods, predominantly to peanuts and
nuts.
We feel the best way to reduce the risk of accidental
exposure to these students is
to respectfully ask for the cooperation of the parents/
guardians within this school
community to avoid sending
peanut butter or products
with peanuts or nuts listed in
the ingredients. We are sincerely grateful for your support in this matter.
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P r e p a r i n g Fo r W i n t e r We a t h e r
Winter Clothing
Please ensure that your child comes to school with the appropriate attire
suitable for the winter weather conditions. It is strongly encouraged that students wear a winter jacket, snow pants, boots, gloves/mittens, a toque and
scarf so that they are warm during arrival time and during the recess breaks.
Indoor Shoes
We ask parents to ensure that children have a pair of indoor shoes to
change into when they enter a class after recess. In the event of a fire
alarm, students do not have the time to put on
boots, so it is important that they are wearing
shoes inside the school at all times.

Student Council News
The Student Council is very proud of the work they had put into the organization of the Five Days of Christmas. We have received a great deal of positive feedback from members of our school community. The Student Council
would also like to thank all of the families who contributed to our “Share the
Warmth Campaign”. As a result of your generous donations, we were able
to accumulate an ample supply of winter gloves/mittens, toques and scarves
that we will distribute throughout the cold winter months to those who are in
need. The Council looks forward to planning other school initiatives throughout the second term which exemplify our call to service and discipleship. A
special thank you to Mrs. Finn, Miss Rullo and Mrs. Grsic who help to organize these special activities.

2015 Christmas Assembly
A special thank you to all of the parents/grandparents and
caregivers who attended our Christmas Assembly on December 18th. We congratulate all of the classes for the wonderful
Christmas performances. This year’s assembly was a huge
success, largely in part of the staff who helped to coordinate
the individual performances. On behalf of our entire school
community, I would also like to thank Miss Mattina, Mrs. Grsic,
Miss Townsend, Mr. Ranalli and Ms. Ward who were part of the organizing
committee. The students definitely raised the bar for next year’s assembly!
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Science Projects 2015
Students in Grades 6 - 8 will be displaying their science fair projects
on Monday, February 1, 2016 in the gymnasium. All classes will
have an opportunity to visit the exhibits throughout the day. Parents
are invited to view the projects on February 1 from 3:30 pm to 5:00
pm. We will be sending a select number of students to
showcase their projects at the HWCDSB System Science
and Engineering Fair which will be taking place on Saturday, February 27, 2016 at Bishop Ryan Secondary
School.

Baby Gaels Girls Basketball Program
The Baby Gaels Girls Basketball Skills Development and House
League is a 12 week basketball program offered to girls from Grades 1
through 8. The house league will run from February 27th - June 4th.
The purpose of this league is to develop basketball skills in a fun environment under the supervision of coaches. This league also presents
an opportunity for your child to socialize and make new friends from
other schools which are Feeder to Cathedral High School. Registration
forms are due back to the school by Thursday, January 28, 2016.
Registration forms will be sent home shortly.

SNUGGLE UP AND READ DAY

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28th, 2016
Family Literacy Day is a national initiative that
promotes the importance of reading and learning
together as a family. Our school is participating
in a Snuggle Up and Read event on Thursday,
January 28th, 2016. On this day, all students
will be invited to wear their pajamas. Students in the older grades will be partnered up
with some of the younger students and engage in some leisure reading. Students can bring in their favourite book with them to read on
this day. We look forward to celebrating our love of reading as a whole
school community.
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The Next Catholic
School Council Meeting
will be held on Tuesday,
January 5th at 6:00 p.m.
in the library. All are
welcome to attend.
Inclement Weather
A reminder to please listen to the radio or to
watch CH Morning Live if
there is a snow storm in
the morning and you suspect the school is closed.
Listen for: Hamilton
Wentworth Catholic
(District) Schools. You
can also refer to the
board website for information on closures.
Grade 3
Swim To Survive Program
Our grade three students
will be attending the “Swim
to Survive” program at the
downtown YMCA on March
22nd, 29th and April 6th
from 1:45 - 2:30 p.m. Permission forms will be sent
home as the first date approaches. “Swim to Survive” is a supervised training program, aimed at
teaching our students to
survive an unexpected fall
in deep water. Our students will be taught to roll in
deep water, to tread water
and to swim for a length of
50 metres.
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Junior Division House
League Program
This fall, we ran the lunch
hour program and send
our congratulations to the
Jr. Bears for winning the
championship game in
soccer.
Now we look forward to
floor hockey starting in
two weeks. This optional
program will be offered to
all students from grades 4
to 6.

GRADE 8 GUIDANCE –
HIGH SCHOOL CHOICES
The Grade 8 students have
begun the process of selecting a high school and will be
completing their course selection and registration
forms shortly. Last year,
90% of our Grade 8 students made the choice to
attend Cathedral High
School. We hope that our
families will continue to
make this choice. Our
Grade 8 students will be
visiting Cathedral High
School on Monday, January
25th, 2016 for an important
orientation session.

Please join us for
our next school mass
Jan. 7th at 9:30 a.m.
The mass will take
place at St.
Lawrence Church.
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Attention Intermediate Math Students
Need help with your math homework? FREE online math help is just one
click away at Homework Help.
Homework Help offers grade 7 to 10 students live one-on-one tutoring with
Ontario certified teachers, from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Sunday to Thursday,
as well as, unlimited access to a wide collection of math tutorials, seminars
and presentations.
Simply log in to Homework Help at http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org using the
Username and Password you created at school and start getting help today!
The Homework Help website is fully monitored with several protective
measures in place to ensure student safety. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to visit the site as guests to explore the site.

Immunization Reminders
As the Public Health Department will be screening your children’s immunization records be sure:


your 4-6 year old children have had their measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) and diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, and polio (DPTP) shots.



your 14-16 year old children have had their tetanus, diphtheria, and
polio (TDP) shot.



an immunization history form has been completed for all your children.



to call the health department each time your children receive a shot.

Please call 905-540-5250


after your children get their MMR, DPTP and TDP to update the health
department’s records.



if you need an immunization history form.



if you need an exemption form.



to get information on free immunization clinics run by the Health Department, to make appointments for your children to get all the required
needles at our clinic, if you do not have a family doctor or health card,
and your children require immunization.
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Online Payment Registration Draw
A reminder to parents that we are still accepting online payment registrations
for those parents who wish to pay for trips, special food days and spirit wear
using our school online payment system. Over the last several months, we
have sent home notices that provides parents with the instructions on how
to register. Kindly note that parents do not require a credit card to sign up.
Each family who registers for the first time on the online payment system by
March 29th will be entered into a draw and will be eligible to win one of the
following: 1) a $50 Indigo gift card, 2) a $50 Cineplex gift card, or 3) a $50
Toys R Us gift card. Prizes will be awarded in order of draw. The draw will
take place on Friday, April 1, 2016. Parents may continue to register for
online payments after Friday, April 1, 2016.

C YO NE WS
Our Senior and Junior Girls’ basketball teams played an excellent season.
The girls put forth a strong effort and tried their best this year. Thank you to
the girls for their dedication this season. Thank you to Mrs. Porco, and Mr.
Mauricio for coaching our basketball teams.
During the week of January 4th, 2016 we begin our girls’ volleyball season
and boys’ basketball season. The volleyball will be played at St. Lawrence on
Tuesday nights and the boys’ basketball games will be played at St. Lawrence on Thursday night. Please remember students who are attending the
basketball or volleyball games must be accompanied by a parent whether
attending as a player or as a spectator.

ECO NEWS
Our recycling program has been up and running well this fall.
Very soon we will be forming our Eco School team comprised of students, teachers and staff from the Junior and Intermediate divisions.
Once again we will attempt to achieve Eco School certification mainly
by our recycling and energy-saving efforts. As stewards of God's creation, we try to conserve our resources and energy to make a more sustainable future. As a school, we have diverted up to 73% of all waste
away from the city landfills by diligent recycling and composting. Your
child may be very helpful by sharing their knowledge of this at home as
well.
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Please visit our website and subscribe to
receive electronic notifications regarding
school events, special
announcements and
other important information. Kindly
visit our website at
stla.hwcdsb.ca.

Hamilton
Victory Gardens
We just received word
from Billl Wilcox, founder
of the Hamilton Victory
Gardens. His goal of harvesting 45 000 lbs. of
vegetables this year was
realized in early December when the last of the
crops were harvested.
Thanks to all the students
and staff who help participate at the HVG Concord
site (behind Food Basics)
this past fall in harvesting
food for hot meal programs and food banks in
Hamilton. Students realize that they may be one
person, but collectively,
we can and make a significant difference in making our world a better
place for all.
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Faith Into Action Focus
For the month of December, we emphasized the importance of conveying hospitable acts to others
God created us for relationships – in families, communities, and the world. Any community becomes
like a family when people feel welcomed, and valued. Mary and Joseph welcomed Jesus into their
family, as their own son. They are the model family and our families are reflections of theirs when
we try to follow their loving example. Below are the list of students who have displayed hospitality
through their actions and words during the month of December.
Ms. Cipolla

Hailey & Century

Mrs. Trombetta

Viktoria & Chase

Mrs. Baltrunas

Kole & Kaylee

Mrs. DiDonato

Gabriel & Danika

Mrs. Ventura

Quinton & Mya

Mrs. Porco

Emma & Miles

Mrs. Diadamo

Meilah & Elena

Ms. Daddato

Joshua & Alonso

Mrs. Fackelmann

Max & Brodie

Miss Mattina

Brooke & Lisa

Miss Townsend

Kevin & Sienna

Ms. Leo

Ashlyn & Lucas

Mr. Ranalli

Tome & Michael

Ms. Smith

Kevin & Emily

Mrs. Grsic

Juliana & Matthew

Miss Rullo

Phillip & Liora

Mrs. Finn

Marisa & Josh

Mrs. Souter

Samantha & Kayla

Ms. Ward

Kailee & Masin

Mme Piccoli (French
Award & Most Improved)

Faith-Lynn, Cassandra,
Julia, Juliana, Solange

In the month of January, we will be recognizing students who exemplify the ability to help build a
positive community. As people, we are not only individuals, but social. What is important is not only
what will help each one of us, but what will be good for the whole community and the whole society.
In his letters, St. Paul called the members of the church the Body of Christ. He encouraged the
members to use their talents to work together within the church in the same way that the different
parts of the body work together for the good of the whole body.
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January 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1.

2.

8.

9.

Happy New
Year!

3.

4.

5.

School
Resumes

6.

7.

The Epiphany of School Mass @
our Lord
9:30 a.m.

10.
The Baptism
of our Lord

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
Grade 8
Orientation
Day
@ Cathedral
Secondary
School

26.

27.

29.

30.

31.

28.
Snuggle Up and
Read -Pajama
Day!
Baby Gales Registration Forms Due

P.A. Day

