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Message from the Principal
As we begin the month of February, we continue to refer to our Catholic virtues as a way of strengthening our relationship with Christ. This month, staff
and students will be emphasizing the importance of extending compassion to
others. We encourage our students to consider ways in which they can show
compassion through their actions and words. Showing our care and consideration for all members of our Catholic school community is integral in answering
Christ’s call of service and discipleship.
The liturgical season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which will be taking
place on Wednesday, February 10, 2016. During our Ash Wednesday celebration, we will be receiving ashes on our forehead as a reminder of our wrong doings and our desire for penance. Please join us for our Ash Wednesday mass at
9:30 a.m. The celebration will take place at St. Lawrence Church.

Bulletin Board
Morning Entry
Procedures
Parents are reminded
to continue dropping
students off at the
appropriate entrance
of the school during
morning entry.
Please refrain from
escorting your child to
their classroom. We
thank you for your
support in promoting
the security of our
students. We also
encourage parents of
JK/SK students to
allow their children to
develop more independence by letting
them carry their
school bag, and remove their coat and
boots on their own.

The Lenten Season:
Lent is a time that we, Roman Catholics, prepare for
the coming of the Easter season. This symbolic period reminds us of our mortality and sorrow for our sins,
as well as our will for change and hope for forgiveness. During the Lenten season, we try to overcome our own faults, and for 40 days, prepare ourselves to rejoice at the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
It is during Lent when we commemorate Christ’s time
spent in the dessert fasting and praying to His Father.
Some of us will try to follow the example of Jesus by
giving up luxuries and practicing self discipline. Others use the Lenten season to reflect on how they can
be more active in supporting charitable work. All
members of our Catholic community are encouraged
to consider how they will live out their Lenten promises.

St. Lawrence Parish
Pastor: Father Jay
Masses: Sat 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Phone: 905-522-9828
Fax: 905-522-9833
Cathedral High School
Principal: Mr. M. Daly

Phone: 905-522-3581
Fax: 905-522-7011
“A proud feeder school of
Cathedral High School”

Important Dates
Distribution of Term 1
Reports:
February 17th
Pancake Tuesday:
February 9th
Ash Wednesday Mass:
February 10th
Red, White and Pink
Civvies Day:
February 12th
Family Day:
February 15th
Additional P.A. Day:
February 26th
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Additional P.A. Day:
Friday, February 26th, 2016
The Ministry has mandated that
all School Boards provide an
additional P.A. Day in the 20152016 school year calendar.
As such, the Board of Trustees
approved the following days as
the additional P.A Day. Please
note that the date of the additional P.A. Day is different for
elementary and secondary
schools.
Elementary Panel – P.A. Day
on Friday, February 26, 2016.
Secondary Panel – P.A. Day
on Friday, April 15, 2016.
Please make the necessary
arrangements to arrange for
childcare if needed.

Term One Report
Cards
Report cards for Term 1
will be sent home on
Wednesday, February
17th. Please review the
report with your child, complete the response form
and return the response
form to your child’s teacher. If you would like to personally discuss your child’s
progress with the teacher,
please do not hesitate to
contact him or her at the
school to schedule an appointment.
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Online Payments
A reminder to parents that we are still accepting online payment
registrations for those parents who wish to pay for trips, special
food days and spirit wear using our school online payment system. Over the last several months, we have sent home notices
that provides parents with the instructions on how to register. Kindly note
that parents do not require a credit card to sign up.
Please visit www.schoolcashonline.com
Each family who registers for the first time on the online payment system by
March 29th will be entered into a draw and will be eligible to win one of the
following: 1) a $50 Indigo gift card, 2) a $50 Cineplex gift card, or 3) a $50
Toys R Us gift card. Prizes will be awarded in order of draw. The draw will
take place on Friday, April 1, 2016. Parents may continue to register for
online payments after Friday, April 1, 2016.

Registration For September 2016
Registration Information
We will begin processing JK registrations for September 2016
throughout the month of February. Parents can contact our school
secretary, Mrs. Capozza, to arrange for a registration appointment.
The following documentation are required for registration:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Birth Certificate
Baptismal Certificate
Immunization Record
Proof of Residence

Are You Interested In French Immersion?
French Immersion program are designed for students who do not
speak French at home. The HWCDSB offers 3 French Immersion
schools. St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School, located at 270
Locke St. South, is the closest French Immersion school in our area.
For further information contact St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School
at (905) 529—1002. Transportation is provided by the School Board
from St. Lawrence to St. Joseph School.
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St . Lawre n ce S cien ce/ He rit age Fair 2016
A special thank you to Mrs. Porco for her hard work in leading our formal science /heritage fair this year. I would also like to thank the Grades 6 - 8
classroom teachers for their support in working with their students to complete the projects. We thank all of the parents who also assisted their children in the completion of their child’s scientific inquiry investigations. Parents are invited to view the projects in the gymnasium
on February 1st from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm. We will be sending a
select number of students to showcase their science projects at
the HWCDSB System Science and Engineering Fair which will
be taking place on Saturday, February 27, 2016 at Bishop
Ryan Secondary School.

P a n c a k e Tu e s d a y !
On Tuesday, February 9th, members of our Catholic School Council
will be preparing pancakes for all of our students. Each student will
receive two pancakes. Parents are asked to please pack a drink for
your child that day. Please note that the pancake mix is peanut/nut
free. Kindly notify your child’s teacher of any dietary concerns your
child may have by Tuesday, February 2nd. The pancakes will be
served during the lunch period. Please feel free to pack a lunch and or
snacks for your child for that day should you feel the need to do so.
Kindly note that pizza day will be moved to Thursday, February 11th
for that week.

Black History Month
February is Black History Month. As a Catholic school community we
believe and ascribe to the following principle, as it is stated in our
Board’s Mission Statement: EQUITY is the fundamental truth that all
people deserve respect, dignity and fair treatment. In a Catholic educational community, equity derives from the respect, dignity and reverence extended towards all persons who are created in the image of
God, redeemed by Christ, and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. We celebrate Black History month in February.

Graduation Photos
Grad photos will be taken on Monday, February 29th. Students are
to wear a white top of their choice for these pictures. A collared
dress shirt and tie are recommended for the boys while a collared
blouse is recommended for the girls. Turtlenecks are also an option.
Photos taken will form the graduation composite received in June.

The Next Catholic
School Council Meeting
will be held on Tuesday,
February 2nd at 6:00
p.m. in the library. All
are welcome to attend.
Vehicle Parking
We kindly ask parents to
please avoid parking in
the “no parking zone” that
is located adjacent to the
main entrance of the
school building. Cars
that are parked in that
area impede any necessary evacuations that
may occur as a result of
an emergency. We also
wish to remind parents to
avoid parking along the
pathway leading from
Picton Street to the
school yard. We appreciate your support in ensuring the safety and well
being of our students,
parents and staff.

Family Day
A reminder that Family
Day is on Monday, February 15th. There will
be no school on this day.
We hope that you take
the time to enjoy the day
with your family!
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Interested in Adopting or
Becoming a Foster Parent?
Upcoming Adoption and
Foster Parent Information Night
Tuesday, February 9, 2016
– 7:00 p.m. @ Cardinal
Newman Catholic Secondary School, 127 Gray
Road, Stoney Creek
For more information and
to register call:
(Adoption) Jocelyn Jacobs
at (905) 525-2012 ext. 3125

STICK TO BEDTIME
ROUTINES
Although it may be tempting to
move your child’s bedtime back
from time to time, children in elementary school need 10 to 11 hours
of sleep each night.
Kids who lack sleep:
 May be continuously Late for
school
 Struggle to pay attention in
class
 Fall asleep during the school
day
 Have more discipline problems
 Be more prone to depression
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Dear Parents/Guardians,
The local Catholic parish, St. Lawrence, located at the corner of Mary St and Picton St East,
is providing pastoral care for the families of children enrolled in St. Lawrence School. We
want you to know that you are very welcome to join us for our Sunday liturgies (Saturday
7pm; Sunday 10:30am).
SEASON OF LENT BEGINS: ASH WEDNESDAY
The season of Lent offers us forty days to review our lives and focus on conversion and spiritual transformation. It is basically a spiritual “spring training” – a time when we go back to
the basics of our faith formation through prayer, fasting, almsgiving and other penitential
practices in order to improve and enhance our spiritual lives and prepare ourselves to more
fully participate in the paschal mystery of Holy Week with a generous heart and renewed
commitment to Christ.
The season of Lent begins with the distribution of the ashes on Ash Wednesday. The ashes
are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year.
While the ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with repentant hearts. Masses with the distribution of the ashes will be celebrated in our parish on Wednesday, February 10 at 9:30am
(School Mass) and 7:00pm
PARENTS’ MEETING RE: FIRST CONFESSION AND COMMUNION
Thank you to parents/guardians for responding to our invitation to you and your child to participate in our parish preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion
(Eucharist). If you haven’t registered yet, please fill in the registration form (available on the
parish website) and bring it to your child’s grade 2 teacher, along with a copy of your son’s/
daughter’s Baptismal certificate, as soon as possible. When the registration is completed,
there will be a meeting for the parents/guardians of children preparing for their Confession
and First Communion. It will be held at St. Lawrence Church on Sunday, February 28 following 10:30am Mass. Please keep an eye out for more information in the Parish bulletin.
REBOOT! LIVE AND BEYOND
Thank you to all who purchased the tickets and will be joining us for a life-changing event
Reboot! LIVE with Christ Stefanick on February 17. Reboot LIVE is the fun, inspiring and
practical experience for all, applying the beauty and genius of the Gospel to every aspect of
your life, from prayer and spirituality, to work, dating, marriage, parenting, health and
more! To learn more, go to stpatrickshamilton.ca/reboot-live
Even though tickets for the main event are SOLD OUT, you can still get involved in the life
of the parish, rediscover God and rediscover the life you were made for by joining us for “Re
-Boot and Beyond”. This is a 4-part life series which will take place Wednesdays February
24th, March 2nd, 9th and 16th at St. Patrick’s Church, 440 King St. E. (6:30pm to 8pm).
STAY IN TOUCH:
You can find more information about your parish on our new parish website
www.stlawrencehamilton.ca , join us on our Facebook Page: facebook.com/
stlawrencehamilton.

~ Father Jay
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O u r S t u d e n t C o u n c i l a t Wo r k !
Our Student Council is very excited about the
fun activities we have planned around the
theme of Valentine’s Day. The council will be
selling “Heart-O-Grams” for .25 cents each to
students wishing to express a kind gesture of
friendship to one another. We will also be having a “Name That Song” trivia game on February 12th. Students will be invited to dress in red, white and pink colours to help them get into the spirit of Valentine’s Day. The dress
down day will take place on February 12th.

C YO NE WS
In CYO news, the boys’ basketball season continues to be a very positive
one. The boys are working hard and have developed many skills. Both the
Junior and Senior Boys’ have learned to play as a team. We wish the boys’
good luck in their playoffs.
The Junior and Senior girls’ volleyball teams continue to work hard in their
regular season. The girls have had a lot of fun while learning the skills to play
together as a team. We wish the girls good luck in their playoff games.
When the basketball and volleyball seasons are done tryouts will be held for
our Junior and Senior boys’ volleyball teams.

ECO NEWS
St. Lawrence School will soon be forming an Eco School Environmental Action Team to help lead us to another Eco School certification
award. The team will be made up of students in the Junior and Intermediate grades who are committed to environmental action. Also sitting on the team are teachers from each division, plus an EA rep. and
members of the custodial staff and administration. Together we chart a
course of improved recycling, composting and energy conservation.
School ground greening efforts will begin this spring. Any staff or parents who are interested to become part of this action
team are invited to join (contact Mrs. Diadamo or Mr.
Ranalli) We will be holding our first meeting in mid February. More information to follow.
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Please visit our website and subscribe to
receive electronic notifications regarding
school events, special
announcements and
other important information. Kindly
visit our website at
stla.hwcdsb.ca.

Please join us for
our Ash Wednesday
celebration on Feb.
10th at 9:30 a.m.
The mass will take
place at St.
Lawrence Church.

Active Transportation - Wear
Yellow Day
On Wednesday, February 3,
2016, students, parents and
staff are encouraged to wear
yellow clothing and use active
transportation (walking, cycling, rolling) to and from
school.
Let’s show the world that
Hamilton cares about the
environment and health!

“The beginning of
knowledge is the
discovery of
something we do not
understand.”
-Frank Herbert
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Faith Into Action Focus
During the month of January, we recognized those students who through their actions and words
helped to build up our Christ centered Catholic community. Congratulations to the following students who have received distinction for being “Community Builders”:
Ms. Cipolla
Mrs. Barnard

Michael and Heaven

Mrs. Trombetta
Mrs. Vogan

Adriana and Gavin

Mrs. Baltrunas
Mrs. Domingues

Jacadi and Tatiana

Mrs. DiDonato

Joshua and Elise

Mrs. Ventura

Kai and Meisie

Mrs. Diadamo

Liam and Joshua

Mrs. Porco

Makayla and Nicolas

Mrs. Fackelmann

Zeke and Chayla

Mrs. Filice-Black

Beatrice and Lucas

Miss Mattina

Kyle R. and Michael

Miss Townsend

Nyla and Franco

Miss Leo

Diane and Tereza

Mr. Ranalli

JoJo and Lily

Miss Smith

Cecelia and Manny

Mrs. Grsic

Tayor and Luka

Miss Rullo

Bogden and Julia

Mrs. Finn

Kailee and Iara

Mrs. Souter

Nathan and Angelina

Miss Caruso

Karson and Emma

Ms. Ward

Lucas and Emily

Mme. Piccoli

Nevena and Matthew

During the month of February, we will be recognizing those students who demonstrate compassion
to others. Our students will be encouraged to extend acts of compassion, love and care to all members of our faith based community and consider ways in which they can extend the love of Christ to
individuals who are marginalized in our local community.
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February 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

Science Fair
Wear Yellow
Day!

7

8

9
Shrove
Tuesday
Pancake Day!

14
Valentine’s
Day!

15

16

Family Day!

22

Ash
Wednesday
Mass @
9:30 a.m.

17

18

19

20

25

26

27

Term 1
Reports To Go
Home

First
Sunday of
Lent

21

Red, White
and Pink
Day

23

24

Additional
P.A. Day

28

29
Grade 8
Graduation
Pictures

System
Science and
Engineering
Fair

