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Message from the Principal
In the rush of Christmas shopping, baking and planning, let us take
the time to be mindful of the reason for the season in the birth of our
Saviour. The time of Advent gives us the hope to wait with joy and
prepare our hearts for His coming. Each Monday morning, with the
exception of the week when we will be celebrating our annual advent
mass, we will gather to pray and sing at our Advent liturgies. The
liturgies will be led by our students within the divisions. Please join us at 9:00 a.m. to light
our Advent wreath as we get closer to the birth of Jesus.
On behalf of the staff, I extend our best wishes for a joyful and peace filled Christmas. May
you take the time to share in the birth of Christ with family, friends and loved ones. May
your new year be filled with prosperity, good health and much happiness. God Bless.

Bulletin Board
Celebrating the Christmas Season!

Joy Day/Breakfast With Santa
Monday, December 19th will be Joy Day - Red, White & Green
Civvies Day. Activities will be planned for students through their classroom teachers.
Our Catholic School Council will also be hosting our first ever “Breakfast
With Santa” on this same day. Students will get a chance to meet with
Santa who will be paying a very special visit to St. Lawrence School. The
Catholic School Council will also be serving delicious pancakes that morning during scheduled times at no cost to the students. Students should still
pack a regular lunch for this day. More information to follow.
Christmas Assembly
On Friday, December 23rd at 12:30 p.m., students will take part in our
Christmas Sing Song Assembly. We will be singing Christmas carols together and viewing some class performances that will focus on the theme
of the joyful season. Students will be invited to wear their favourite festive
Christmas sweaters with their uniform pants that day! Parents are invited
to attend.

St. Lawrence Parish
Pastor: Father Jay
Masses: Sat 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Phone: 905-522-9828
Fax: 905-522-9833
Cathedral High School
Principal: Mr. M. Daly

Phone: 905-522-3581
Fax: 905-522-7011
“A proud feeder school of
Cathedral High School”

Important Dates
PA DAY:
Dec. 2nd
Fire Safety
Presentations:
Dec. 15th
Joy Day/Breakfast
with Santa:
Dec. 19th
Advent School Mass:
Dec. 20th
Christmas Assembly:
Dec. 23rd
Christmas Break:
Dec. 26th - Jan. 6th
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St. Lawrence Parish
Memorial
Christmas Mass

On December 15th at 7:00
p.m., staff, students, parents and parishioners are
invited to attend a special
Memorial Mass at St.
Lawrence Church to remember loved ones no
longer with us. Select
students will participate
in the liturgical celebration. At the conclusion of
mass, our choir will lead
in carol singing around
the parish Christmas tree.
Following the mass will
be a reception in the Parish hall. Please join us!
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P a r e n t / Te a c h e r C o n f e r e n c e s
Thank you to our parents who joined with their children in participating
in our interview times to dialogue about the Provincial progress reports. Your ongoing support of your children is very much appreciated
as we work together to build upon their strengths and focus on areas
of need.

Please continue to keep lines of communication open with your child’s
teacher to ensure you are updated and informed. A great way to enhance the connection between home and school is to the have the
agenda book signed each night.
We ask that you complete page two of the Progress report with your
child. The purpose of this page is to plan goals for the coming term.
Term 1 report cards will go home on Wednesday February 15, 2017.

2016 Remembrance Day Service

CYO NEWS
We congratulate the Junior
Girls Basketball team on an
excellent season. Special
thanks to Mrs. Ventura and
Mr. Lopes for guiding the
girls through the regular
season and playoffs.
As January approaches, the
Junior and Senior Boys
Basketball Teams are beginning their preparations
for the upcoming season.
Our Senior and Junior Girls
Volleyball Teams will also
begin to see action in January as well. We wish all the
teams the best of luck as
they represent our school in
all CYO competitions. Practice times and schedules
will be forwarded by the
coaches of the various
teams shortly.

On November 11th, members of our school community took part in a Remembrance Day Service. During that solemn presentation, students, staff
and parents paid tribute to the men and women of the armed forces, both
past and present, who fought for liberty and freedom. Special mention was
also paid towards Canada’s long standing peace keeping tradition.
I wish to thank Mr. Ranalli, Mrs. Fackelmann and Mrs. Finn who took the
time to prepare the service. I would also like to thank all of the classes and
teachers who coordinated special presentations that added to the overall integrity of the demonstration. The students should be commended for the
reverence and respect that they demonstrated throughout the service
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Student Council News
Christmas Food Drive Campaign
Our Student Council will be leading a Christmas Food Drive during the first three weeks of the Advent season. Please consider
donating a non-perishable food item for families in our community that are in need. All proceeds will be sent to the Good
Shepherd Centre of Hamilton We will be accepting nonperishable items up until December 20th. Thank you in advance
for your help in answering Christ’s call of service and discipleship during this Holy season.
Five Days of Christmas
During the last school week leading up to the Christmas break,
our Student Council will be inviting staff and students to take
part in the “Five Days of Christmas”. Students will be invited to
either wear a Christmas clothing item or take part in a fun
Christmas themed activity for each of the individual days.
Please see below the list of events.
December
December
December
December
December

19th:
20th:
21st:
22nd:
23rd:

Joy Day/Breakfast With Santa
“Dress In Your Sunday Best” for Advent Mass
Wear Your Christmas Hat Day
Christmas Trivia Day
Wear a Christmas Sweater Day

Health Action Team News (H.A.T.)
Nurse Debbie continues to work with our H.A.T. team to promote
physical and mental well being. Along with Mrs. Finn and Miss Townsend, the group will be working with our school population during the
month of December to emphasis the following:




Importance of choosing fruits and vegetables as a healthy snack
alternative
Importance of choosing either water or milk as a healthy beverage alternative
Importance of participating in physical activity in the place of
“screen time”

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
COUNCIL MEETING
Wednesday, January 11th,
2017 @
6:15 p.m. in the library.
All are welcome to attend!

COMMUNICATING
WITH SCHOOL
STAFF
We make addressing parental questions and concerns a priority at St. Lawrence. Because we would
like to address issues in the
best manner possible, we
would ask that parents always make an appointment with teachers and/or
administrative personnel.
If you are unable to attend
the school for a meeting
please call, leave us a message and we will be happy
to call you at a mutually
convenient time. We are
usually able to return your
call within 24 hours. Finally, we would ask your patience when coming to the
office: at times it is extremely busy and we are
forced to take everyone in
turn. We thank you in advance for your assistance
and cooperation as we endeavor to satisfy everyone’s
needs in a timely manner
and to the best of our ability.
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Please note that the last day of
school before the Christmas
break is Friday, December

23rd, 2016. School will resume on Monday, January
9th , 2017.

Important Reminder

As we get ready for another Christmas Season,
please remember to
avoid sending in any in
any baked goods, home
baked or otherwise to the
school. Parents are more
than welcome to send in
non-edible items such as
pencils, erasers or stickers for their child’s class
as Christmas treats. We
thank you for your understanding and support in
limiting the likelihood of a
child suffering an anaphylactic reaction at school.
St. Lawrence C.E.S. is a
peanut sensitive environment. Please continue to
avoid sending any items
that may contain tree
nuts/peanut items to
school.
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S u c c e s s M a k e r Af te r S c h o o l P ro g ra m
Due to the overwhelming response we received from our parent community, we will be holding multiple SuccessMaker sessions in a single
week. Those students who have already submitted consent forms are
able to participate in this program. Participants in Grades 1 - 2 will
take part in the program on Mondays and Thursdays. Participants in
Grades 3– 6 will participate on Tuesdays and Thursdays. All sessions
will take place in the Learning Commons from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Students in Grades 1-3 must have a parent pick them up from the school
at the conclusion of the sessions. At this time, we are no longer able
to accommodate any further requests to participate.
As indicated in the information letter sent home on November 10th,
SuccessMaker is an adaptive online math and reading program.
The program aligns with the provincial curriculum and provides math
and literacy activities to meet individual student needs. We thank our
tutors Miss Jarusauskas and Miss Hudecki for leading the sessions.

Immunization Reminders
If your child’s immunization information is not complete, Public
Health and Community Services will be sending you a letter requesting that you update your child’s immunization information.
Remember to have your 4-6 year old child immunized with MMR
and DPTP.
Once your child/ren has received these vaccines, call Public
Health and Community Services at 905-540-5250 to update their
record. Also, please remember to call every time your child/ren
receives further vaccines.
If your child is unable to be immunized, please call 905-540-5250
to get the appropriate exemption form. Free Immunization clinics
are provided by Public Health and Community Services for families that do not have a family doctor. Call 905-549-5250 to book
an appointment at a clinic.
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Inclement Weather and Emergency School Closures
When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced on the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District
School Board website (www.hwcdsb.ca) and Hamilton-Wentworth Student
Transportation Services website (www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca/public_v2/
index.aspx) as well as the following Hamilton and area media outlets:
900 CHML / VINYL 95.3 / Y108 FM
CKOC 1150 / K-Lite 102.9 FM / CHAM 820
CHCH TV Morning Live (Channel 11)
CBC Hamilton www.cbc.ca/hamilton
The Hamilton Spectator www.thespec.com
Twitter https://twitter.com/HWCDSB
Facebook www.facebook.com
Schools closures and bus cancellations will be posted on the HWCDSB and
HWSTS websites and communicated to the local media by 7:00 a.m., whenever possible. If schools close early, the information will be posted on the
HWCDSB and HWSTS websites and sent to the media for dissemination. In
addition, each school will initiate its own procedures for notifying parents of
early closures due to inclement weather.
We ask parents/guardians to take notice of the following guidelines:



In the event of impending severe weather conditions, parents should consider the
safety of their children in deciding whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to Hamilton and area radio stations for weather reports
and school board announcements;
 Parents who, in spite of bus cancellation, drive their children to school, should
ensure that their children can get into the school and will be required to make the
necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their children at the end of the
day or in the event of an early closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will
not run for the rest of the day;
 Phone calls to the school during severe weather conditions are to be made only in
the case of extreme emergency;
Parents shall be requested to provide the school with the name and telephone number
of a neighbour alternate, (someone who lives in close proximity to the home) who
would be willing to act on their behalf in the event that they cannot be reached.

All parents/visitors are reminded to report to the
main office upon entering
the school building via the
main entrance. Kindly drop
off any items for your child
at the office and we will arrange to have those items
sent to your child’s room.
Lights of Hope
Throughout the month of
December, our Lights of
Hope Campaign will take
place again.
All monies collected will
be used to purchase gift
cards and other essential
items for families belonging to our school community who are in need.
If you wish to make a donation to our Lights of
Hope Campaign, please
fill out the form that will
be sent home and have
our child return it with
your donation.
A light bulb with your
family’s name will be lit
in the front hallway.
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Winter Wear
1. Students should have a set
of indoor shoes and outdoor
shoes during these winter
months to help keep the school
as clean and safe as possible.
Winter boots should be worn
outside.
2. Suitable clothing for indoors
is required so as to allow for a
conducive learning environment.
3. Students should be prepared
to go out for recess in the cold
months by coming with hats,
mitts, boots, scarves, snow
pants, etc.
4. During outdoor play, students are reminded to keep
hands and feet to themselves
and to leave any snow/ice on
the ground

Winter Safety
THERE ARE TO BE NO
SNOWBALLS or ICE
THROWN/KICKED
AT ANY TIME.
The first offence will result in a
responsibility note sent home and
the offence being noted. Further
offences will result in more serious
consequences. It goes without
saying that we count on our students to adhere to all school rules
at all times.

Move-A-Thon Update
A special thank you to all of our community members for supporting
our major fundraiser for the year, our Move-A-Thon. Through your
generous donations, we were able to raise $6415.05. As previously
indicated, the money that has been collected will be used to offset
costs related to school trips, technology purchases and educational
resources.

Making Math Fun at Home and in the Classroom

mation about
home.

e-math+, a new online tool for Grade
3–6, has been created in partnership
with Nelson Mathematics to connect
math learning in the classroom and at
home. Your child in grades 3-6 has
been registered and a package containing their login information and inforthe new tool has been sent

e-math+ has features designed specifically to help you understand the
math lessons your child is learning and help you assist your child to be successful. The program offers the following for parents:




A greater understand of the current math language and
teaching strategies
Extra support and practice for your child
Online access to Nelson Mathematics textbooks

Be sure and take some time to review the tool with your child and to
use it to reinforce math concepts and new learning on line!

Swim To Survive Program
Please join us for
our Advent Mass on
Dec. 20th at 12:30
p.m. The mass will
take place at St.
Lawrence Church.

Our Grade 3 students will once again participate in the “Swim To Survive Program” which is being offered through our Board. Students in Grades 3 will attend three sessions at the downtown YMCA
location. The program focuses on water safety and lifesaving skills.
Students will be attending three afternoon sessions on January 18th,
January 25th and February 1st. Permission forms and additional
information about the program will be sent home soon.
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November 2016 Award Recipients
During the month of November, we focused on the Catholic Graduate expectation that emphasizes
the importance of being an “effective communicator”. A special thank you to Mrs. Townsend’s and
Mrs. Ventura’s students who shared with us their daily reflections. We congratulate the following
students who through their words were the true voice of Christ.
Ms. Cipolla

Dylan and Hannah

Mrs. Trombetta
Mrs. Vogan

Chase and Serene

Mrs. Baltrunas
Mrs. Domingues

Amelia and Kaylee

Mrs. Filice

Lincoln and Gabriella

Mrs. Gulley

Gavin and Tatiana

Mrs. Diadamo

Meisie and Mia

Mr. Colombe

Kery and Scott

Miss Mattina

Karla and Jonathan

Mrs. Fackelmann

Damiano and Elena

Mrs. Townsend

Gracie and Ethan

Mrs. Ventura

Laura and Ayden

Ms. Smith

Jason and Ines

Mr. Ranalli

Samantha and Hannah

Mr. Puntillo

Alexa and Angelina

Miss Rullo

Julia and Taylor

Mrs. Finn

Lucas and Ashley

Mrs. Souter

Hailey and Noa

Mme. Piccoli

Jason and Kaleb

Ms. Ward

Sander and Lisa

DECEMBER 2016 C.G.E. FOCUS
During the month of December, we will focus our attention on being a “reflective
and creative thinker.” Students will work together in meeting the following goals:
I HAVE IDEAS!
I have thoughts and opinions that matter
I make good choices
I have hope for the future
I solve problems with knowledge, understanding and prayer
I know we are all equal and special
Because I have ideas, I have purpose, and I will live my life like Jesus.
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December 2016
MON

SUN

TUE

WED

THU

FRI
1.

First
Sunday of
Advent

Christmas
Food Drive
Campaign
Begins

SAT
2.

3.

PA Day
((Students are
not to come to
school )

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

23.

24.
Christmas
Eve!

Second
Sunday of
Advent

Third
Sunday of
Advent

18.
Fourth
Sunday of
Advent

19.
Joy Day - Red
and White
Civvies Day
Breakfast With
Santa

25.
Christmas
Day!

Fire Safety
Presentations

Confessions
For Grade 3 - 8
Students

26.

20.

Memorial
Christmas Mass
@ 7:00 p.m.

21.

22.

Christmas Food
Drive Campaign
Ends

Christmas
Assembly
@ 12: 30 p.m.

Advent Mass
@ 12:30 p.m.

27.

28.

29.

Christmas
Break Begins

Please note that school will resume on Monday, January 9, 2017.

30.

31.

New Years
Eve!

