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Message from the Principal
I am delighted to welcome you back to a new school year. I would like to extend
a special welcome to our returning families and staff, as well as to those who are
new to our school community. With the school sparkling clean and the staff enthusiastic and eager to start, it promises to be another exciting and enriching
year.
We welcome back our returning staff and new staff; Mr. G. Shea (School Resource Teacher), Ms. D. Paonessa (Gr. 2A), Ms. E. Leo (Gr. 8B), and Ms. J. Lyons (EA).
I wish to thank all of the staff who worked diligently over the course of the last
few weeks in planning and organizing their classrooms. My gratitude is also extended to our cleaning staff, Mr. Madelano and Mr. Hornby who worked tirelessly
over the summer to clean the school.
The staff of St. Lawrence continues to look forward to serving this community to
ensure that your children learn in a safe, loving, and nurturing environment. We
look forward to mentoring and facilitating the growth of your children academically, socially, and emotionally. The school will continue to foster a strong and close
relationship with the pastoral team of St. Lawrence Church, in particular Father
Heinner.

As a staff we will always strive to do our best, and, as always, should you have
any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Please take the time to read through the newsletter carefully as it contains important information which will help make the start of the school year an easy
transition for all. Our newsletters and other information are available on our
school’s website at stla.hwcdsb.ca.
I look forward to seeing everyone and meeting our new families at our “Meet the
Staff Barbeque” on Wednesday, September 20, 2017.
God bless, Mr. G. Di Martino, Principal

St. Lawrence Parish
Pastor: Father Heinner
Masses: Sat 7:00 pm
Sunday 10:30 am
Phone: 905-522-9828
Fax: 905-522-9833
Cathedral High School
Principal: Mr. M. Daly

Phone: 905-522-3581
Fax: 905-522-7011
“A proud feeder school of
Cathedral High School”

Important Dates

First School Mass:
Thurs. Sept. 21.
Meet the Staff Night
Wed., Sept. 20th
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Thanksgiving
Mon., Oct. 9th
Fall Photos
Mon., Oct. 16th
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ABSENCE REPORTING
A reminder to parents that as of
last February 2017, St. Lawrence
CES has implemented the “Safe
Arrival” absence reporting system.
Parents may report their child’s
absence using the following methods.
1. Call into an automated
telephone system via a toll free
number (1-844-469-5485)
2. Log into a website,
hwc.schoolconnects.com to authenticate the portal account to
report absences
3. Download app on IOS or Android Phone that can be used to
report an absence
Parents who do not report an absence will receive an automated
voice call from the system requesting the reason for absence. Those
parents that use the system will not
receive a call. Please note that the
automated system will contact
parents at multiple contact numbers until one of the designate
contacts is reached. If the system
is unable to reach a contact, the
office staff will follow up. Parents
may still phone the school directly
to report their child’s absence
(905) 529 - 6625.

ABSENTEEISM &
LATENESS
It is imperative that your child be
on time for school in the mor ning. Morning prayers and announcements begin almost immediately after the entry bell at 8:40
a.m. If your child arrives late, he/
she must report to the office to collect a late slip before going to the
classroom.

Bell Times
Warning Bell: 8:38
Morning Entry: 8:40
AM Recess: 9:50 - 10: 05
Lunch: 11:25 - 12:15
PM Recess: 1:35 - 1:50
Dismissal: 3:00
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School Uniforms
In conjunction with our Board of Trustees and the Catholic School Council, the expectation is that all students will be in complete and proper uniform. A reminder that all
tops must have a collar. Cargo pants (pants with pockets along the leg), track/warmup pants, skinny pants and corduroy pants are not permitted. Jackets and coats are
non-uniform pieces; sweaters for inside must be navy blue or white—hoodies not permitted. Crests can be either embroidered or on a patch which is sewn to the garment,
not screened-on (ink process). In addition, spirit wear (ie.: team/grad sweatshirts/
hoodies, t-shirts) are not part of the school uniform. A “Uniform Closet” has been established at the school and is available for anyone who would like to exchange, obtain
or donate any uniform pieces. If you need assistance with the purchase of uniforms,
please contact the school to speak with the Principal, Mr. Di Martino. All information
is kept confidential.

Important Medical Information
If your child requires prescription medication to be given at school, or they
require an inhaler or EPI-PEN, your physician must complete an Administration of Medication Permission Form. Non-prescription medication requires
the parent’s signature on the Administration of Medication Form. Forms are
available from the school office. We cannot supervise the intake of medication at school without written authorization. No child should be carrying
ANY medication in his/her backpack at any time (with the exception of Epipens and/or inhalers). Any medication brought to the school with permission
is to be handed in to the teacher or to the main office upon arrival for the day.
We will supervise the intake of the medication by your child according to
written directions from a physician or parent.
PEANUT ALLERGIES
Within our school community there are several individuals who have potentially life-threatening allergies (anaphylaxis) to foods, predominantly
to peanuts and nuts.
We feel the best way to reduce the risk of accidental exposure to these
students is to respectfully ask for the co-operation of the parents/
guardians within this school community to avoid sending peanut butter
or products with peanuts or nuts listed in the ingredients. We are sincerely grateful for your support in this matter.
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Mandatory Police Checks
The Child Protection Act requires that all persons working with students, as
employees and/or volunteers, need to obtain a police check. If you plan to
volunteer at the school or to attend class trips, please pick up a letter at the
school office. This letter will reduce the cost of the police check. Please note
that this check may take 4-6 weeks.

Loving God,
Our creator, our Saviour, our
Companion,
Bless this journey of a new
school year that we undertake today.
Refresh our souls
and renew our spirits.

Kiss and Go!

Safety First!
We wish to request the cooperation of parents when visiting the school. Parents and visitors are reminded to report directly to the office upon arrival at
the school. This procedure is consistent with our School Safety Policy. Parents are kindly asked to refrain from walking through the halls and going directly to classrooms without authorization. If you are delivering something
for your child, please bring it to the office and staff will ensure that it is delivered to your child at an appropriate time. If you arrive to pick up your child at
the end of the day a few minutes early, please wait in the school yard until the
dismissal bell rings. Throughout the day, parents are to use the main entrance
at the front of the school building. We greatly appreciate your cooperation
and support in promoting student safety.

Personal Electronic Devices
We strongly discourage students from bringing to school any cell phones, Gameboys,
iPods, mp3 players, digital cameras or iPads, etc., as well as expensive trading cards
or valuable toys. These items are costly and can lead to a distraction from the learning environment if used at inappropriate times. Please note that the school will not be
responsible if these items are lost or stolen. Students are not to use cell phones at any
time during school hours. Cell phones must be turned off during the school day. All
communication between students and parents must go through the office during
the school day. Also, students ar e not per mitted to take photos of other s on
school property due to the restrictions of the Protection of Privacy Act. Exceptions
may be made if photos are taken under teacher supervision and for educational purposes only. Thank you for your cooperation in this important matter.

Procedures At Lunch
The school will be sending home a notice that will request parents to identify if their
child(ren) will be going home for lunch on a daily basis. We kindly ask that you
complete that form and return it to your child’s teacher. Parents are reminded that
only those students who regularly go home for lunch are permitted to leave the
school premises during the lunch period. Parents/Guardians of students who eat
their lunch at school must pick up their child in the main office should they wish to
have their child go out for lunch on a given day. Written notes sent to your child’s
teacher will not be accepted. Students will not be permitted to go to restaurants or
stores without parental supervision.

We respectfully ask, when
dropping students off at school
in the morning, that parents
wish their child(ren) a good
day in the school yard and allow him/her to line up with
their classmates and wait for
their teacher. This applies to
all grades, including JK and
SK. Parents who have missed
the entry bell are encouraged o
drop off their child(ren) at the
main entrance of the school,
allow the child to carry their
backpacks, kiss them goodbye
and go. This strategy also develops a child’s independence.
Parents are requested to avoid
entering the building upon
their child’s arrival to school.

Catholic School
Council Elections
Regulations established by
the Ministry of Education
stipulate that Catholic School
Council Elections are to take
place within the first 30 days
of a new school year by nomination/voting process. If
there are less than 10 names
submitted, then the candidates
will be acclaimed. We
strongly encourage all parents
to consider a position on the
Council. Nomination forms
will be sent home shortly
specifying pertinent timelines. Thank you!
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Student Entry
& Dismissal
Parents, please note that the
yard will be supervised
from 8:15 - 8:40 in the morning by staff. Parents can
drop their children off in the
school yard during that time
frame. A warning bell will
sound at 8:38 a.m., to allow
for the students to begin lining up so that they can enter
the building promptly at
8:40 a.m. Kindly note that
JK/SK students can be
dropped off at the entry
doors by the bicycle racks
where they will then be escorted by the ECE teachers
to the Kindergarten yard
throughout the arrival period. JK/SK dismissal will also take place by the bicycle
rack doorways. Grades 1—3
students will enter and dismiss from the doorway adjacent to the bike racks.
Grades 4 — 8 will enter and
dismiss from the steel doorways adjacent to the rock
garden. Parents are kindly
asked to wait for their children in the school yard at
dismissal.
Children’s
Breakfast Club
This year, Breakfast Club will be
running at the Hamilton North
End Community Health Centre.
Students, and families are welcome to drop in between 7:45
a.m. and the start of school.
Registrations forms will be sent
home soon and will also identify
the start date of the program.
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Transportation
All transportation arrangements for students are to be made directly through
the Hamilton Wentworth Student Transportation Services (HWSTS) by calling 905-523-2318 or 1-800-691-6402. Any transportation concerns or questions should be addressed to HWSTS personnel. HWSTS also has a very informative website: www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca. There, parents can find the
latest bulletins and updates about bussing for the HWCDSB. The website
also features a Parent’s Portal where parents may create and account and access additional features of the website including real-time e-mail updates regarding your child(ren)’s bus route directly to your smartphone/computer. To
sign up, please go to www.hamiltonschoolbus.ca, click on Parent’s Portal at
the top left corner and follow the instructions to sign up. The HWSTS is responsible for all logistics surrounding bussing. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Di Martino Principal, should you have a concern regarding behavioural issues on the bus or bus stop.

Bus Delays
The first week of school is always a period of adjustment. Please be patient
as everyone adjusts to the new routine. Please expect delays during the first
week. We will also attempt to address issues at the school level. Once again,
kindly sign up for HWSTS e-mails to keep track of your child’s bus. We will
attempt to communicate any significant delays from our school website. To
sign up so that you can receive electronic notifications at the school please
visit: stla.hwcdsb.ca.

Attention Parents: New Lunch Procedures
Kindly note that we have made some adjustments to our procedures for the 11:25 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. lunch period. Starting
September 11th, 2017 the lunch period will be designed as follows:
11:25 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. – Students outside for outdoor play
11:50 a.m. – 12: 15 p.m. – Students indoors eating lunch
A letter will be sent home this week outlining more specific details with respect to this timetabling change. More information to follow. Thank you for your support!
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S t . Lawrence
L a w r e n c e Staff:
2017—
2018
Staff
St.
2016
- 2017
We welcome all returning staff and new staff members to our school community. Please find below
our staff organization for this academic year.
Classes
KA
KB
Grade 1A
Grade 1/2A
Grade 2A
Grade 2/3A
Grade 3A
Grade 4A
Grade 4/5A
Grade 5A
Grade 5/6A
Grade 6A
Grade 7A
Grade 8A
Grade 8B
Core French
French/P.P.T.
FDK P.T.
Language Resource
Arts Integrated Teacher
S.E.R.T.
Librarian
Library Clerk
Administrative Assistant
Educational Assistants

Portuguese Liaison
Caretakers
Family Literacy Centre

Teacher / Staff
Ms. L. Cipolla (D.E.C.E. - Mrs. L. Vogan)
Mrs. A. Baltrunas (D.E.C.E. - Mrs. E. Domingues)
Mrs. J. DiDonato
Mrs. A. Gulley
Ms. D. Paonessa
Miss L. Mattina
Mrs. T. Fackelmann
Mr. B. Colombe
Mrs. C. Ventura
Miss M. Smith
T.B.D.
Mrs. K. Podetz
Mr. J. Puntillo
Miss J. Rullo
Miss. E. Leo
Mrs. C. Piccoli
Mrs. K. Souter
Mrs. M. Woods
Miss M. Caruso
Miss G. Ward
Mr. G. Shea
Mr. R. Bratetic
Ms. S. DeSantis
Mrs. I. Capozza
Miss D. Brown
Ms. J. Lyons
Mrs. M. Carvalho (a.m.)
Mrs. D. Ferracuti
Mrs. C. Goupil
Mrs. M. Eccles
Mr. M. Madaleno
Mr. C. Hornby
Mrs. E. Davanco
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Student Information on Website
Throughout the school year, student achievements and accomplishments are highlighted in school
corridors, newsletters, and website. Pictures may be taken by students. On rare occasions, parents have questioned the posting and publishing of this information. To address this situation, it is
suggested that you fill out the PRIVACY OF INFORMATION letter if you do not want your child’s
name ore picture displayed. (Forms will be sent home).

Meet the Staff BBQ
Our Meet the Staff BBQ has been scheduled for Wednesday, September 20, 2017 from 5:30 - 7:00
p.m. We look forward to seeing everyone and meeting new families during this annual school community gathering. Harvey’s will be providing food for those parents who wish to purchase food on
site. A flyer will be sent home soon with further information.

Parking at St . Lawrence S chool
As many of you are aware, our school parking lot is not particularly large. As such, it can only accommodate parking for staff. Please refrain from parking along the yard gate within the parking lot
and in restricted zones as doing so presents a safety hazard for everyone. Parents are encouraged
to drop their children off on Picton street. Kindly avoid parking in front of the path leading up to the
school yard. We appreciate your cooperation in promoting safety for al of our community members.

Parish News -St. Lawrence The Martyr Catholic Church
Our children and youth have an important part in the life of our community. We value Catholic Education.
Therefore, we commit to good and faithful cooperation with the Catholic Schools of our parish. We strive to
offer our young people a life giving experience of the living Church, forming them as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Join us for Eucharistic Celebrations:


Saturday Mass: 7:00 p.m.



Sunday Mass: 10:30 p.m.



Our first school mass will take place on Thursday, September 21st at 12:30 p.m. At this time,
we have yet to finalize the dates for the remaining school monthly masses as well as the celebration
dates for Communion and Confirmation. These dates will be communicated once they become
available. All celebrations will be taking place at St. Lawrence Church.

Pare nt & Family Literacy Centre
Please continue to support this very worthwhile ministry-funded program, by attending the Centre
with your child, grandchild, etc. from infancy to age 6. Drop by to visit the Centre or call the school
(905) 529-6625 for more information. The Parent & Family Literacy Centre programmer is Mrs. E.
Davanco. Hours of operation is Monday to Friday, from 8:45 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.
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School Cash Online
Once again, families are encouraged to register on the online payment system. Last
year, we received many positive comments from parents as to the convenience of using
the system in making payments for pizza, trips and other forms of school related purchases. Schools across the province have adopted this parent-friendly method of payment, some with up to 80% and 90% participation. You can now access the system
via a link on our school website (stla.hwcdsb.ca). Please follow the registration prompts
provided.

St. Lawrence School Website
The St. Lawrence School Website contains pertinent updated information for parent and student use. Currently, information on the St. Lawrence Website includes:






Board Uniform policy
Newsletters
School registration information
Upcoming Events
Bell Times

Please take a moment to visit our website and explore. Also, please sign up for e-mail notifications at
stla.hwcdsb.ca. Parents may also subscribe to receive electronic notifications from the school by
clicking the ‘subscribe’ link.

Communicating With School Staff
We make addressing parental questions and concerns a priority at St. Lawrence School. Because we
would like to address issues in the best manner possible, we would ask that parents always make an appointment with teachers and/or administrative personnel. If you are unable to attend the school for a meeting please call, leave us a message and we will be happy to call you at a mutually convenient time. Finally, we would ask your patience when coming to the office: at times it is extremely busy and we are forced
to take everyone in turn. We thank you for your assistance and cooperation as we endeavor to satisfy
everyone’s needs in a timely manner and to the best of our ability.

S c h o o l Ya r d S a f e t y
We strive to provide a safe environment both in and outside of the school. Please note students are asked
to use soccer balls and footballs responsibly on the school yard and on the field. Basketballs are permitted at the basketball nets only. Students may bring their own sponge/Nerf soccer balls and footballs to school, and these should be clearly labelled with your child’s name.

C o u n t Yo u r s e l f I n !
Did you know that every time you move to a new home, you must re-designate your Catholic school support? Otherwise the education portion of your property taxes will automatically default to the public school system. The number of Catholic ratepayers is
also a strong indicator of support for the Catholic school system. To vote for Catholic Trustees you must be registered as a separate school ratepayer. We urge you to check your property tax bill to ensure that your support is directed to the HamiltonWentworth Catholic District School Board. We also encourage you to share this information with family and friends who are Catholic but do not have children in the school system. If you need help checking or changing your school support designation, please
call the Assessment Department at 905-525-2930, Ext. 2188, or email webmaster@hwcdsb.ca.
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Agenda Books
Agendas were distributed to each child for
grades 1 to 8. Agendas
are very useful in promoting organizational
skills and are a handy
tool for communication
between home and
school. The opening
pages of the Agenda
contain pertinent information related to our
school as well as information related to board
policies and
guidelines.

Flu Season
As the flu season approaches,
please remind your child
about proper hand washing
and hygiene habits. Updates
will be posted on the Board
website as well as our school
website. Kindly take the
time to read it over and
make note of any instructions. If your child displays
flu-like symptoms, it is
strongly recommended to
keep your child at home in
order to prevent the spread
of the virus. When reporting
the absence to the office,
please inform us if your child
has flu-like symptoms. Students will be reminded to
wash their hands frequently,
to cough/sneeze into the elbow and to avoid sharing
snacks and personal effects.

Hamilton Wentworth Child Care Info.
Child Care Hamilton (CCIH) is a FREE service providing information and referral on child care and child-related programs and services for the City of
Hamilton (includes Ancaster, Dundas, Flamborough, Stoney Creek and
Glanbrook). CCIH can be reached at (905) 528-0591 or www.cafcc.on.ca.
The office is located at 55 York Blvd., 5th floor of the Hamilton Public Library.

“Check It Out” - Hamilton Best Start
Community professionals are available at numerous locations throughout
Hamilton-Wentworth to meet with families and their children (newborn to 6
years old) to offer consultation, teaching and referral about their child’s DEVELOPMENT. These sessions are FREE and NO APPOINTMENT is needed. All the sessions are held at Ontario Early Years Centres. Contact Hamilton Early Years at (905) 524-4884.

International Language Program
Current educational research indicates that learning or maintaining a second
language has a positive effect on all aspects of a child’s educational development. The focus of the International Language Program is to offer an opportunity to develop and/or maintain the ability to listen, speak, read, write
and understand a new language or the language of the home or heritage.
The Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board, through St. Charles
Continuing Education Centre, is offering free International Language classes
to elementary students in the city. Flyers will be distributed to the schools in
September. Over 26 different language groups are represented in our International Language Program. To see what is available in your community,
have your child request a flyer from our school office or visit the HWCDSB
website. St. Lawrence Catholic School will be a host site. For specific details, please refer to the flyer attached to this newsletter

H P V / H e p a t i t i s B Va c c i n a t i o n s
On Tuesday, December 12, 2017 Grade 8 students will be offered the vaccine for Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) by the Hamilton Public Health Services. On that same day, Public Health nurses will also administer the Hepatitis B vaccine for the Grade 7 students. Permission forms will be sent
home soon.
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SEPTEMBER 2017
SUN

MON

TUE

4.

3.

WED

5.

THU

FRI

SAT
1.

2.

6.

7.

8.

9.

13.

14.

15.

16.

21.

22.

23.

29.

30.

Labour Day

Welcome Back!

10.

11.

12.

17.

18.

19. 20.

24.

25.

Meet the Staff
BBQ

26.

First School
Mass of Year
@ 12:30 p.m.
(St. Lawrence
Church)

27.

28.

PA Day

