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St. Lawrence Catholic Elementary School
Principal: Mrs. M. Trotta

Assistant to the Principal: Ms. J. Lamparski

Superintendent: Mrs. T. Kovach

Trustee: Mr. M. Valvasori
Secretary: Mrs. I. Capozza

Website: stla.hwcdsb.ca

Message from the Principal
In the rising of the sun and its going down, we will remember them. In the blowing
of the wind and in the chill of winter, we will remember them. In the opening of the
buds and in the rebirth of Spring, we will remember them. In the blueness of the sky
and in the warmth of summer, we will remember them. In the rushing of the leaves
and in the beauty of autumn, we will remember them. So long as we live, they too
will live….for we will remember them.

November is a special time of remembrance. The month begins with All Saints’ Day
(November 1st) and we have an opportunity to reflect on the nature of sainthood and celebrate
the exemplary faith of the holy men and women who served humanity and God. On November 2nd (All Souls’ Day), we also pray for the many members of our families who
have passed away. Finally, on November 11, we show respect to our fallen heroes through our Remembrance Day ceremonies.

Bulletin Board
“Walk with Christ”

St. Lawrence Parish
Pastor: Father Jurzyk
Sunday Mass:
11:00 a.m.
Phone: 905-529-3921
Fax: 905-522-9833
Cathedral High School
Principal: Mr. M. Daly

Phone: 905-522-3581
Fax: 905-522-7011
“A proud feeder school of
Cathedral High School”

Important Dates
Remembrance Day
Ceremony:
November 11th

On Monday, November 11th, at 10:30
a.m., our students
will be honouring
our veterans (past
and present) and
also our current
men and women in
the Canadian Armed
Forces. At 11 a.m.
we will observe a
moment of silence
to pay tribute to
those fallen soldiers
who gave their lives
for our country.
Please join us.

Distribution of
Progress Reports
(Grades 1-8) / Initial
Communication of
Learning
(Kindergarten):
November 12th

Congratulations are extended to those Intermediate students who participated in the annual System Pilgrimage on
Sunday, October 20th. This initiative helped to raise awareness of the poverty stricken conditions in a number of underdeveloped nations, most notably Uganda, Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.

United Way
(Red & White) Day:
November 13th
Parent/Teacher
Interviews
(Grades 1 - 8):
November 28th
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Outerwear
The beautiful fall colours
bring with them colder temperatures. Please ensure
that your child is appropriately dressed for outdoor
conditions. Also, a reminder
that only navy blue fleece or
navy blue sweaters are permitted in the classroom.
There are still some students wearing non-uniform
sweaters/hoodies in class.
Your assistance is very much
appreciated in helping students adhere to our school’s
uniform dress code.
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Progress Reports / Initial Communication of Learning

& Parent-Teacher Interviews
Students in Grades 1 – 8 will be receiving their Progress Reports on Tuesday, November 12th. Kindergarten students will receive their Initial Communication of Learning report on this same day. Grades 1 - 8
teachers will be holding interviews with parents on Thursday, November 28th. Interview times will
be coordinated through the classroom teacher. Kindly note that the November 28th interview night is
being held for students in Grades 1-8 only. Kindergarten students will be participating in scheduled observation sessions. The observations sessions are not intended to be parent teacher conference times, rather an opportunity for parents to observe their child in the learning environment. Parents of students in
Kindergarten may request a conference meeting with their child’s teacher if they wish to do so at a time
and date that is convenient to both teacher and parent.
The purpose of these interviews is to celebrate successes and to address academic concerns, thereby
ensuring increased success for students over the course of the school year. Parents will receive Term
Reports in February and June and may request an interview with their child’s teacher should they feel the
need to do so during those times.
Kindly note that the Progress Report (November 2019) will report on students’ LEARNING and WORK
HABITS (responsibility, organization, independent work, collaboration, initiative and self-regulation), along
with an update on learning in each of the subject areas. The Initial Communication of Learning report for
Kindergarten students will focus on student progress as it pertains to the Kindergarten frames of learning.

O u r S t u d e n t C o u n c i l A t Wo r k !
Thanksgiving Food Drive Update

Catholic School Council
2019 - 2020

Our 2018 - 2020 St. Lawrence
Catholic School Council has
been organized. Thank you to
the following parents who
have kindly volunteered to
help out on CSC this year:

Chair - Mrs. Fernandes
Co-Chair - Mrs. Fox
Secretary/
Teacher Rep. - Ms. Lamparski
Treasurer - Mrs. Goupil
Councilor: Mr. Cline
Parish Rep. - Father Jurzyk
Principal - Mrs. Trotta

The Student Council wishes to thank all members of our Catholic caring community for their generous donations in support of our annual
Thanksgiving Food Drive. Our school was able to raise close to 1000
non-perishable food items for the Good Shepherd Centre in Hamilton.
We are very proud of our Council who through their leadership supported and promoted this demonstration of service and discipleship.
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C YO Ac t iv i t i e s & S u p e r v i s i o n
Parents, please be advised that during CYO activities/games, students who are participating or who are there to show their support by watching the matches must be supervised by a parent/guardian. Any student that attends these events without parental
supervision will be asked to return home. Thank you for supporting our efforts in
keeping our students safe.

LEAD Recess Initiative
Creating a strong community on the playground takes a group of imaginative and keen leaders. The St.
Lawrence community are continuing to use our stencils.
*We are playing together.
* How to communicate effectively
* Cooling down ideas
* C.A.T. Social Skills
* Fair Play Code of Conduct
* How to be a fantastic Game Creator

Halloween Grove - a - Thon
Thank you to all parents for your generosity in our fundraising efforts. The
donations will certainly go a long way to supporting our various activities and
educational purchases in the school. Again, thank you so much for your continued support and generosity!!! A special thank you to Miss Rullo, Mrs. Leo
and Mrs. Capozza for organizing the event.

Important Reminders
We thank our students, parents and staff who are working together to
make St. Lawrence a safe environment for those students who are
severely affected by peanut products and other identified substances.
We cannot over emphasize the importance of your understanding and
co-operation. Please continue to read labels carefully before sending
products to school.
A reminder to please refrain from sending in any baked goods, home
baked or otherwise for your child’s birthday. Parents are more than
welcome to send in non-edible treats such as pencils, erasers or stickers for their child’s class. We thank you for your understanding and
support in limiting the likelihood of a child suffering an anaphylactic
reaction at school.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, November 12th
@ 5:30 p.m. in the library.
All parents/caregivers are

welcome to attend!
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Student Supervision
Kindly note that yard supervision begins at 8:15
a.m. in the morning. To
ensure the safety of all
students, we encourage
you to please. refrain from
dropping students off or
allowing students to arrive at school prior to the
time stated above.
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Is My Child Ready to Walk to School Without Me?
This is a question that crosses the mind of many parents when it comes to active school
travel. Remember, all children are unique, so we must consider their individual developmental and maturity level when deciding if it is safe for them to walk to school without an
adult. Children usually aren’t ready to start walking to school without an adult until about
fifth grade, or around age 10. Younger children are more impulsive and less cautious
around traffic, they may not be able to judge the distance and speed of cars, and they often don’t fully understand other potential dangers they could come across.
Until your children are ready to walk independently, continue to walk with them to and from
school. Familiarize them with the neighborhood, teach them about traffic signs, street
signs and directions, and model correct behaviors when crossing streets. It’s also a great
opportunity for some chat time with your children.
You are your child’s best teacher, so keep these tips in mind when walking with your child
to and from school:

United Way




On Wednesday, November 13th, our school will
have our Annual Red and
White Day in support of
the United Way. Students and staff are encouraged to wear their
Red and White attire instead of their school uniform. Each participating
student is asked to bring
a donation of a loonie or
a toonie. All money
raised will go to the United Way Campaign.
United Way is an integral
part of our community
and plays an important
role in meeting the needs
of essential social support
programs, such as Wesley Urban
Ministries,
CYO and
YMCA.









Children should walk in groups to make them more visible. If that’s not possible,
they should walk with at least one sibling or neighbourhood friend.
When crossing streets, hold your child’s hand and always observe the traffic safety
laws.
Observe all traffic signals and let the school crossing guard help you when possible.
Be sure to look all ways before crossing the street and continue to watch for vehicles. Remind children to make eye contact with drivers as drivers may not always
see them.
When they start walking independently, make sure they stick to a safe route to
school.
If they need to cross any streets on the way to school, practice safe street crossing
with them before they do it without you.
Make sure they know how to say “no” if someone they don’t know offers a ride, and
that they yell and run for help if needed.
Explain to them that it is not safe to use a cell phone or text while walking, which
makes them less aware of traffic.
Choose brightly colored backpacks, jackets and other accessories, ideally with reflective materials for days when it begins to get dark earlier.

Sometimes as parents, we need to take baby steps until we feel comfortable with the
changes as our children grow up. Transition to this new independence at your child’s own
pace. Talk about the experience, and address things that didn’t work. Once you feel comfortable, your children will be well on their way to developing excellent life-long habits!
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Picture Retake Day

Making Math Fun at Home and in the Classroom
e-math+, a new online tool for Grade 3
- 6 has been created in partnership with
Nelson Mathematics to connect math
learning in the classroom and at home.
Your child in grades 3-6 has been registered and a package containing their login information and information about
the new tool has been sent home.
e-math+ has features designed specifically to help you understand the
math lessons your child is learning. The tool also provides the following for
parents to refer to:

Extra support and practice for your child

Online access to Nelson Mathematics textbooks
Be sure and take some time to review the tool with your child and to
use it to reinforce math concepts and new learning on line!

School Cash On-Line
Great news! Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board is pleased to announce the addition of credit cards as a method of payment on School Cash Online.
Now, when you are paying for your child's items online, you can select to pay with
Visa or Mastercard.

Which credit cards will be supported?
You will be able to pay using Visa and Mastercard from all major Canadian financial
institutions.

What will happen to the other methods of payment?
You can still checkout using eCheque or myWallet.
Still wish to register? Join the majority of STLA parents who are on line already with a simple
registration process:
Register Online:
Step 1:
Please click on this link: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com
Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps.

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’
option, login and add each of your children to your household account.

Photo retakes will be held
on Monday November
18th. Anyone students
wishing retakes may attend the session. Students are reminded to be
in their regular uniform attire for their picture.

Attendance and Lateness
The school is monitoring
lates and absences. Students who arrive late on a
regular basis tend to miss
information being taught at
the same time each day.
Unfortunately, this may put
a strain on their ability to
learn. Lateness also leads to
disruption with class routines.
A reminder that school begins at 8:40 a.m. Also,
please consider that the average absence for an Ontario student for the entire
school year is 9 days (not
considering extensive sickness/hospitalization). Missing an extensive amount of
school puts a significant
strain on a child’s ability to
fully engage in learning.
This information is to kindly remind parents of the importance of daily attendance and punctuality.

Page 6

The Golden Gazette

October 2019 Award Recipients
During the month of October, we focused on the Catholic Graduate expectation that emphasizes
the importance of being a “discerning believer”. We congratulate the following students who
through their actions and words work to live out the Gospel message as a true “believer” and follower of Christ.
Ms. Demydchuk
Ms. Felix

Hugo and Ted

Mrs. Baltrunas

Peter and Calliope

Mrs. Gulley

Beatriz and Tye

Mrs. DiDonato

Evan and Lucy

Mrs. Diadamo

Sofia and David

Mrs. Fackelmann

Cristina and Diana

Ms. Mattina

Kaylee and Syrau

Mr. Colombe

Gabriela and Lucas O.

Mrs. Leo

Emma and Meisie

Ms. Smith

Cameron and Destiny

Ms. Lamparski

Chloe and Angel

Mr. Cataldo

Natalia and Josh T.

Ms. Falcao

Nathan and Jerard

Mr. Orlando

Fatima and Noah

Ms. Rullo

Gabe and Alex

NOVEMBER 2019 C.G.E. FOCUS
During the month of November, we will focus our attention on having “a
voice”. Students will work together in meeting the following goals:
I HAVE A VOICE!

I speak, write and listen as Jesus would want me to

I care about others and speak up for them

I am honest

I think carefully before I react or speak

I respect all people and their languages

I listen to the Word of God
Because I have a voice, I will use it lovingly, and I will live my life like Jesus.
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November 2019
MON

SUN

3.

TUE

4.

WED

5.

THU

6.

FRI

SAT
1.

2.

All Saints Day

All Souls Day

7.

8.

9.

14.

15.

16.

21.

22.

23.

29.

30.

P.A. Day

10.

17.

11.
Remembrance
Day Service
@ 10:30 a.m.

12.
Grades 1-8
Students
Receive Progress
Reports /
Kindergarten Students Receive Initial
Communication of
Learning
CSC Meeting @ 5:30

18.

19.

13.
Red & White Day
for United Way
Grade 8 Parent
Information Session at Cathedral
CSS @ 7:00 p.m.

20.

Photo
Re-Take Day

24.

25.

.

26.

27.

28.
Parent / Teacher Interviews
for Grades 1 - 8
Students

P.A. Day

